
 

  

Spring Term 2022 Newsletter 
Happy St David’s Day!     

 
Pauline Elcock 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Almost everything we 
do relies on the good 
will of our volunteers 
so this newsletter will 
spotlight some of their 
work.  If you’d like to 
help please contact me 

on T  07871 593038 

volunteer@caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk 
___________________________ 

Tara Candlin - Projects 1  
JoAnne Dando – Projects 2 
Projects1@caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk 
Projects2@caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk 
https://www.caerphillyminerscentre.co.uk/volu

nteering  Watch their vlogs!  
 

Welcome to new volunteers 
John Dwight, Matt Sturgess, Rhys Williams – 
Trustees 
Patrick Wall, Julie Annetts, Jackie Clarke – 
Stewards 
Ann Davies – Gardening 
JoAnne Dando, Pippa Skipper – Social Media 
Karen Masters, Sue Masters, Jenni Jones Annetts, 
Chris Cooper, John Brinkworth – Outreach 
Victoria Sellway, Ann Mock, Rebecca Williams – 
Stay and Play 
Barbara Thomas – Craft and Chat 
 

Chris O’Meara 
I retired three years 
ago and started on a 
professional 
horticulture course to 
give me some new 
skills and develop 
further my passion for 
gardening. Both of our 
daughters were born at the Miners, so when I got 
the ’tap on the shoulder’ from Katherine, it 
seemed like a natural thing to do. It was a chance 
to put into practice what I was learning but also 
an opportunity to give back to our community. 
 
My initial role was only to help persuade the 
National Lottery that we would be a good 
recipient for their money to develop a Climate 
Change garden. As we were successful with the 
bid, I then became involved with helping develop 
what that would look like and working with our 
consultants to consult local people and 
organisations on a plan. More funds were applied 
for. 
 
So far, all words! There was an existing gardening 
group who had been working hard with few 
resources trying to develop a garden on a patch of 
waste ground full of poor soil and rubble. 
However, we now had a plan and the resources to 
tackle the poor ground conditions, soil and 
topography to put the hard landscaping in place, 
and build a garden. 
 
Over the last twelve months (when Covid 
constraints allowed) I have been working with the 
gardening group to develop the Climate Change 

garden into a place of peace, beauty and bio 
diversity - although we’ve still got a way to go! 
We are a mixed group, with different levels of 
knowledge, skills, abilities and experience who get 
together once a week for some hard work, fresh 

air and a bit of a 
laugh - creating 
something 
beautiful. 
 
The experience has 
given me a way to 
develop my skills, 
make friends with a 
group of new 
people who share 
the same passion, 
and get huge 
benefit as we see 

the garden transforming. Feel free to join us! 
 
Huge thanks to 
Chris and the 
Gardening Team!    
You’ve created a 
serene and 
beautiful garden 
out of a pile of 
rubble.  So many 
people appreciate 
the joy you have 
created!   

                                                                                      

We appreciate the efforts of all our 

volunteers and will be having a 

‘Celebration of our Volunteers’ event at the 

Miners on Friday 18th March 2 pm to 4 pm. 

mailto:Projects1@caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk
mailto:Projects2@caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk
https://www.caerphillyminerscentre.co.uk/volunteering
https://www.caerphillyminerscentre.co.uk/volunteering


Ruth Starr 

I was at a meeting at the beginning of the Miner's 
Community happening. They asked for volunteers 
for various things and as I'm a keen gardener I 
volunteered with helping with that. At the time it 
was the containers at the front of the building 
that I looked after. Little did I know how the 
gardening would grow and grow! Now there is a 
small group of us, plus some excellent paid work, 
that try to keep the front area planted and good 
to look at. We've had many compliments and 
enjoy working for you in our small, friendly group. 
As with gardening everywhere, things are never 
finished but keep changing. So watch this space. 
 
Also in the community's early years I joined the 
chair exercise class which was very enjoyable. 
However our provider had to stop taking the class 
so Katherine and I trained to take over. We have a 
thriving group now in person and on zoom. The 
friendship and exercise do us all a lot of good. 
 
Lots of volunteers knit rectangles to be made into 
blankets but crocheters were needed to join them 
together. If said I could crochet and there began 
another volunteering episode.  All this 
volunteering is enjoyable and worthwhile and I 
would encourage anyone to get involved. 
 

Chris Cooper 
I have been involved with the Miners from day 
one, when Katherine decided the building was to 
be saved. To see where we are now is wonderful, 
but it has been a long hard process. I have 
enjoyed every minute. I volunteer with the 
children's activities and the garden when I can. To 
finally see people enjoying and benefiting from 
the centre has made it all worthwhile.  

My favourite saying it has something for everyone 
whether you are aged nine months or 99 years. 
Whatever your interests or whether you use the 
centre for wellbeing purposes there is absolutely 
something for everyone. One of the most 
rewarding things is when someone thanks us for 
saving the building and what a tragedy it would 
have been to lose it, and to see the benefits all 
our efforts have brought to the community is 
wonderful.  
 
Maggie Sansom 
Being a single mum and recently moving to 
Caerphilly I felt a little isolated. So I contacted The 
Caerphilly Miners and asked if they needed any 
volunteers. I started volunteering October 2021 
and I haven't regretted it. :-) 
   
My teenage sons and I help out with the 
Children's Activities on weekends and school 

holidays which fits perfectly around my Monday 
to Friday job. For me volunteering at the Miners is 
something I truly enjoy.  My favourite part is 
seeing the children happy doing the craft 
activities,  their little faces concentrating are 
adorable.  For me its lovely being part of a group, 
who's efforts benefit the community I live in , in 
such a positive way.  

The volunteers and staff at the Miners are 
extremely sincere, kind, selfless and welcoming 
and I urge anyone with a few hours to spare and 
are thinking about volunteering then to please 
come and join us. I feel I benefit more from 
volunteering than I actually give simply because  
The Caerphilly Miners have helped me in ways I 
hadn't anticipated. Such as helping my teenage 
son complete his Welsh Baccalaureate and 
enrolling my sons as youth volunteers. Offering 
me a First Aid course at the centre and further 
online learning which I very much appreciate. But 
more than that I feel useful and valued. Going 
forward I hope to continue to support The 
Caerphilly Miners not only because I enjoy 
volunteering there but because The Miners is 
such an asset to the community of Caerphilly. 
Contact Pauline, JoAnne or Tara for further details 
of volunteering or projects. 029 2167 4242 or visit 
our website www.caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk   

http://www.caerphillyminerscentre.org.uk/

